
TYPE 

On the SCNA scorecard, TYPE comprises the first 15 of 100 total points for 

scoring. When we look at TYPE we are speaking of the overall silhouette and 

attributes of the bird. A well balanced Serama should be characterized by 

upright (vertical) body stance, upright tail, vertical wings, short back, and an 

uplifted chest.  

 

The following specimens show a broad range of appropriate scoring for type 

as selected by the SCNA Judge Licensing Committee, comprised of Edgar 

Mongold, David Osuna, Jenifer Lawyer, Kristy Scott, Jim Adkins, Jaime 

Sanchez, and chairman Josiah Woodfield. 

 

Score 14/15 

Above average female in all sections exhibiting a 

near ideal silhouette of the Traditional/American 

standard. Chest is full and uplifted with good 

extension. Head is positioned close to the vertical 

line running through wing and center of leg. 

Excellent vertical carriage of wings. Tail is lacking 

in depth and size but is upright as called for by 

standard. Leg could use a bit more length to 

support the wings on this female. 

 

 

Score 13/15 

Another above average female with some excellent 

parts. Tail carriage is excellent with good depth 

but lacks the overall height. Overall build is 

vertical. Wings again could be a bit more vertical 

and more leg to support them. In this case the 

chest has good fullness and extension for a female 

but needs to be more uplifted. Particularly good 

feather quality helps to accentuate the type. 

 



Score 12/15 

Somewhat above average female with some 

excellent parts. Tail carriage is excellent with wide 

spread. Overall build is vertical. This specimen falls 

short in particularly the chest which is low and 

lacks extension. Wings could be a tick more 

vertical. Excellent short back and overall station. 

 

 

 

 

Score 11/15 

Somewhat above average female with some 

excellent parts. Tail carriage is good with nice 

depth. Could be just a tick more vertical. Nice 

chest extension but more ball shaped and lacks 

uplift. The biggest area of fault are the medium 

length wings and lack of leg to support them and 

pull vertical. Feather quality is loose and rough. 

 

 

 

Score 10/15 

A halfway Traditional, halfway Ayam typed bird. 

Ball shaped chest does have excellent uplift but 

tapers all the way to the keel. Lower tail angle and 

lacking both height and depth. Wings and short as 

is the wing, allowing for vertical carriage but 

creating the wrong shape altogether. The bird 

could be used as a suitable breeder in an Ayam 

program but will not take a high placing in shows 

entered as a traditional bird. 

 

 



Score 9/15 

Upright station but more ball shaped female. 

Excellent extension of chest but shape drags to 

keel rather than uplifted. Tail carriage is upright 

but lacking in depth and is pinched. Medium wings 

could be held more vertically and should have 

somewhat more leg to allow for such. Head 

placement is very good, lining up with the center 

of the leg and where the wing should be. 

 

 

Score 8/15 

Average female type with several flaws. Stance is 

upright but the overall shape of body draws the 

eye more horizontal than vertical. Chest while 

offering good extension is ball shaped dragging to 

keel rather than uplifted and shapely. Tail is short 

and somewhat pinched. Wings a couple ticks from 

vertical and not enough leg to support them. 

 

 

 

Score 7/15 

More horizontal in body than vertical. Longer back. 

Chest is small and lacks uplift and extension. Tail 

is upright but lacks size and height. Poor wing 

carriage and leg length. Overall a below average 

specimen for type, although many birds fitting this 

general description are shown in the average 

exhibition. 

 

 

 



Score N/A 

Some birds simply do not exhibit Serama type. In 

this instance, the bird resembles the overall 

carriage and type of a poor-quality Old English 

Game Bantam. In these instances the judge may 

award a low score or simply decide to disqualify 

the bird for lacking breed type. Particularly in 

youth exhibition it is important to kindly assist the 

exhibitor in understanding why their bird received 

this designation, and perhaps try to steer them 

towards finding quality stock.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TAIL 

 

 

Score 14/15 

The tail should have good size, depth, and spread. 

View from behind one should see an “A” shape. 

Ideally one would like the height of the tail to be 

above the head as in this specimen. The carriage 

is to be upright according to the standard. This 

specimen exhibits a good depth, spread, and size 

with proper carriage. 

 

 

Score 13/15 

This tail does not exhibit quite enough spread and 

is a bit lower than would be desired. Overall, the 

shape and height are very good.  

 

 

 

 

 

Score 13/15 

Very good carriage of the tail but lacking in 

structure. Could be higher and needs more depth 

and spread. 

 

 

 

 



 

Score 11/15 

Upright tail in proper carriage. Unfortunately it is 

lacking in proper depth, height, spread, and is 

somewhat pinched. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score 9/15 

Tail is carried low and lacks spread, depth, and 

height. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score 7/15 

Tail is pinched and carried low. Poor spread and 

depth. 

 

 

 

 

 



CHEST 

 

Score 14/15 

Fantastic uplift and extension. Shapely rather 

than ball breasted. A very good representation of 

quality carriage of the chest. 

 

 

 

 

 

Score 13/15 

Excellent uplift and shape with good extension. 

Does not drag to the keel as seen in many ball 

shaped specimens. 

 

 

 

 

Score 12/15 

Well carried chest with good uplift and extension. 

Does extend too far towards keel but overall, well 

above average. 

 

 

 

 



 

Score 10/15 

Chest is shapely although heading a more ball 

breasted direction. Sags too low and drops down 

towards keel. With better uplifted chest this 

could be a show winning female. Unfortunately 

the chest is a big enough downside that it 

changes the overall silhouette to just average in 

type. 

 

 

 

Score 8/15 

Properly shaped breast is extremely lacking in 

size, uplift, and extension. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score 6/15 

Flat chested with little extension of the breast 

and nearly no shape or uplift. Well below 

average chest for a female although with vertical 

stance and other good qualities, the chest in this 

case is a deal breaker. 

 

 

 



WINGS 

 

Score 9/10 

Vertical, nearly perfect size wings with proper 

spread and taper. Could use more leg ratio to get 

off the ground (leg score would be 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

Score 8/10 

Nearly vertical, shapely wings with good taper. 

Could be just slightly further forward to align with 

the head and leg. Leg to wing ratio is better in this 

case (leg score would be 4). 

 

 

 

 

 

Score 7/10 

Medium to large wings with nice shape, however 

they are lacking the forward carriage and leg ratio 

is not in balance (leg score would be a 2-3). 

 

 

 

 



Score 6/10 

Short to medium length wings not carried vertical. 

Improper taper resulting in a mild scissor at the 

base. Leg could be longer. (Leg score 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score 5/10 

Medium length wings lacking carriage. Legs not 

long enough to support. (Leg score 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

Score 4/10 

We discussed this bird earlier in the guide as being 

a specimen that should likely be disqualified for 

lack of breed type. If we were to score the wing 

carriage which exhibits a mild scissor and poor 

carriage, we would be well below average on the 

score. Not enough leg for wings to drop into a 

vertical position. (Leg score 2) 




